II.

FEDERATION.

THE free ocean, owned by no king or ruler, has
from earliest times been the highroad of nations, and
in the life and movement of the last eighteen hundred
years the Baltic takes a scarcely less important place
than the lovelier, more poetical, and oft-sung Mediter-
ranean. Even to-day it is more frequented than most
of the seas; the traffic through the Sound being second
to that of no other strait.

The Baltic has had its singers too. We need only
turn to the strong, rugged Norse Saga to find that sea
extolled as the nurse of mighty heroes, or the scene of
giant combats ; and the wilder element that pervades
these heroic tales is in keeping with the rugged iron-
bound coasts that skirt its waters, which do not invite
the cooing of idyls, nor lap the fantasy in luscious
dreams. Here all is stern life and movement; here
man must fight hand to hand with nature if he would
extort from her even the bare necessities for his daily
nourishment.

The contrast between the North and the South is
nowhere more strikingly seen than in the different
characteristics of the two seas, and the races they have
produced. Nor could these characteristics be better